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The present objections
are required to be
raised in view of the
amendments proposed
to Rule 6 and Rule 7 of
the Maharashtra
legislative Assembly
Rules, 1960 (MLS Rules)
in as much as the same
are sought to be made
in object and utter
violation of the
procedure mandated by
the MLS Rules. Further,
the Rules Committee
constituted for the
proposed amendments
has been constituted
dehors the provisions of
the MLS Rules and
therefore this goes to
the root of the matter
since the constitution of
the Committee is itself
illegal.

The MLS Rules have
been framed for
regulating the business
of the House under
Article 208 of the
Constitution of India
and therefore have
Constitutional Sanctity.
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7.

Rule 6 of the MLS Rules
provides for election of
the Speaker whereas
Rule 7 provides for
election of the Deputy
Speaker. As we are
aware, presently the
Chair of the Speaker is
vacant.
By the proposed
amendments to Rules 6
and 7, the procedure for
election of Speaker and
Deputy Speaker is
sought to be amended. |
however submit that
the amendments have
been brought in
complete violation of
the procedure
prescribed by the MLS
Rules.
Rule 223 provides that
there shall be a
"Committee on Rules"
to recommend any
amendments or
additions to these Rules.
Rule 224 provides for
constitution of the
Committee on Rules and
reads thus:

"224. At the

commencement of
the Assembly or
from time to time,
as the case may be,
a Committee on
Rules shall be
nominated by the
Speaker and the
Committee shall
consist of eleven
members including
the Chairman of the
Committee. The
Speaker shall be the
ex-officio Chairman
of the Committee."

A reading of Rule 224
thus makes it clear that
the Committee on Rules

9




must consist of 11
members including the
Chairman. It is further
clear that the Speaker of
the House is designated
to be the Ex Officio
Chairman Committee. |
therefore submit that in
the absence of the
Speaker the Committee
on Rules could not be
validly constituted.
| further submit that in
the absence of the
Speaker of the House,
the Deputy Speaker
could not have been the
Acting Chairman. It is
submitted that the
Deputy Speaker is not
entitled to assume all
the powers of the
Speaker in his absence. |
submit that Rule 10 of
the MLS Rules
categorically provides
for Delegation of
Powers by the Speaker
to the Deputy Speaker
and reads thus:
"90. When by reason
of illness or absence
from India or for any
other sufficient
cause the Speaker
is unable to excise
any of his powers or
discharge any of his
functions, he may
by order in writing
delegate to the
Deputy Speaker
such of his powers
and functions as he
may deem fit. He
may likewise revoke
any such
delegation."
A perfunctory reading of
Rule 10 would make it
clear that the Speaker
must expressly delegate
his powers to the
Deputy Speaker by an
order in writing, Asa
corollary, ehat follows is

<




10.

that in the absence of
such an express
delegation, the Deputy
Speaker cannot assume
the powers of the
Speaker.

| submit that therefore,
for lack of such an
express delegation of
power, the Deputy
Speaker could not have
acted as Chairman of
the Committee on
Rules. Under the
circumstances, | say and
subunit that the very
constitution of the
Committee on Rules was
illegal which goes to the
very root of the matter.
| further submit that any
business transacted by
the Committee on Rules
gua the proposed
amendments to the
Rules is completely
vitiated on account of
illegal constitution of
the Committee on
Rules.
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